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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE) is the only association dedicated to
safeguarding and enhancing the benefits of America's active and retired federal employees, and their survivors.

EVENT: CHARLES R.PATTON CHAPTER 156 2009 CHRISTMAS PARTY
WHEN: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2009

WHERE: O'CHARLEY’S RESTAURANT

Time: 12:00 NOON

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2009
AT O’CHARLEY'’S
Saturday December 12 at 12:00 Noon
$16.00 per person including tax and gratuity
This year we will again have our Christmas gathering and
installation of officers at O’'Charley’s Restaurant on Kenilworth
Knoll. We will gather at 12:00 noon on Saturday, December
12, 2009. The total cost for the meal is $16.00 per person
including tax and gratuity.
CHOICE OF ENTREE
SOUP OR SALAD
OVEN FRESH DINNER ROLLS

e Grilled marinated chicken breast served on a bed of
rice pilaf with a side item.

e Steak tips sautéed with mushrooms and onions,
topped with Monterey cheese and served with rice
pilaf and side item.

e Atlantic fresh salmon grilled to perfection and served
with a side item

Side items:  Broccoli/cheese casserole

French Fries

Rice pilaf

Mashed potatoes

Broccoli

Baked Potato

TEA, COFFEE OR SODA
Please Note:
- We will collect toys to donate to ABCCM as in the past.
- Our Chapter will be the only folks using the room in the
afternoon.
Reservations are required. To make a reservation you must
select an entrée and pay in advance, no later than December
5, 2009. You can do this by sending your reservation to Dan
Louderback (534 Bluebird Ridge, Asheville, NC 28804-1040)
or make your intentions known by calling Dan at 828-645-
9350. Make checks payable to NARFE Chapter 0156.
Reservations are needed to give the restaurant adequate
advance notice.
We look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Party

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

The Holiday Season for 2009 is upon us. | hope you had a
great Thanksgiving and safe travels if you ventured away from
home. Sandy and | look forward to the joyful celebration of
Christmas with family and friends and the beginning of a new
year. We wish all of you, however you may celebrate the
Holidays, a joy filled and meaningful time and that 2010 will
usher in good news and renewed assurance that we still live in
a great, prosperous, and freedom-filled country.

The Holiday Season is also a time when we give special
attention to our favorite charities, particularly those that support
real human need. In this regard, NARFE supports two worthy
causes that | hope will be on your list of considerations: the
Federal Employee Education and Assistance (FEEA) Disaster
Fund that helps fellow NARFE members that have
experienced loss due to such things as a hurricane, and,
Alzheimer’s Research, helping us to understand, prevent, and
maybe cure this terrible disease process. Coupons for these
tax deductible charitable contributions are found in our NARFE
magazine. Closely aligned to these is the FEEA Scholarship
Fund (coupon in NARFE Magazine) to help students within our
NARFE families attain their dream of a college education.

NARFE also makes available an opportunity to support our
political agenda through contributions to NARFE’s PAC Fund.
This makes possible our collective financial support of the
election process of political leaders (to the House or Senate)
who apply for funds and are aligned with the agenda of
NARFE. There is also a coupon in our magazine for NARFE-
PAC (not a tax deductible item).

This year has been one of frustration, concern, and
uncertainty with huge issues related to our economy and
health care. An immediate need for all NARFE members is to
contact Senators Burr and Hagen, urging them to support
quick passage of legislation to prevent a Medicare Part B
premium increase for non-Social Security federal retirees this
year. This has already been passed overwhelmingly in the
House (H.B. 3631).

| look forward to seeing many of you at our annual
Christmas party this year. To me, this is a celebration of the
season as well as a celebration of our past year and the start
of a new year as we install the officers that will lead our
chapter in 2010. Please come and be a part of that annual
activity.

Theron Rumsey, President



TOYS FOR TOTS AT CHRISTMAS
Each year we are asked to bring a toy to donate to the
ABCCM Toys for Tots project. Please bring your toy to our
Chapter Christmas party in December and it will be included in

our chapter donation to ABCCM.
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SINGLE (SIMPLIFIED) DUES REFERENDUM

Chapter 156 favors the referendum on simplifying
NARFE dues. All members of NARFE Chapter 156, over
several months, were given the opportunity by voucher or
personal contact to cast their yes or no vote within the Chapter
for National's referendum on simplified dues. All members had
access to information in the NARFE magazine, in our Chapter
Newsletter, and at three Chapter meetings.  Personal
responses and voting at two Chapter meetings resulted in 36
individual yes votes and 1 no vote. The referendum passed in
our chapter. National Convention rules allows each chapter to
cast 1 official vote for every 50 chapter members or portion
thereof. Thus, Chapter 156 will cast 8 votes on our ballot to
National in support of the Single (simplified) Dues
Referendum.  Chapter 156 Executive Committee.
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CHAPTER PLANNING MEETING

The month of January each year is set aside for our annual
planning meeting where we establish plans, goals, and
activities for the upcoming year. As in the past we plan to hold
this in a meeting room at Ryan’s Family Restaurant next to
the Biltmore Square Mall. The meeting will be at 10:00 am
on January 9, 2010.

All members of NARFE's Charles R. Patton Chapter 156
are invited to join your Chapter leadership team at this
meeting. For our Chapter to reflect the wishes if its members,
we need ideas and input from as many members as possible.
The only requirement is that you contact me in the next few
weeks if you plan to attend (not necessary for Leadership
Team members) so | can be sure you can be notified of any
changes, and receive an agenda in advance. Contributing
ideas is important to the life of our chapter and does not mean
you have to commit your time, although we would be delighted
to have you do so.

Important input we would like to have before the
meeting is: 1) Is our current meeting location/facility
adequate and acceptable? 2) Is our meeting schedule of last
year acceptable or should we go back to monthly meetings or
more frequent meetings. Please contact me or any of your

leadership team. Theron Rumsey
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REPORT FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
To date, our Nominating Committee has received no
nominations for any Chapter Officer position. Thus, the
nominating committee has contacted each of our 2009 Officers
and all have agreed to serve in their current positions except
for Neva Carlson, our 2™ Vice President. We will sincerely
miss her cheery competence in obtaining speakers for our
quarterly meetings. Please contact the members of the
nominating committee if you are willing to serve, or wish to
nominate someone, for the 2" Vice President position or any
other officer position. Lewis Blodgett (274-7863), Dan

Louderback (645-7350) and Frank Quinlan (253-4552).

NOTE: OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE THE
FEBRUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER
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NORTH CAROLINA SENIOR TARHEEL LEGISLATURE

The North Carolina Senior Tar Heel Legislature was
established to make recommendations to the General
Assembly on matters affecting older residents of the state.
Now is the time to identify topics that may lead to such
recommendations for the 2011 legislative session. We deal
with matters that fall within the responsibilities of the General
Assembly, but we do not deal with matters that must be
decided by the Congress or by local elected officials. For more
information or to share concerns, please contact Chapter 156
member Charles Dickens, who represents Buncombe County.
Telephone 298-7501 or chas34@juno.com.

BENEVOLENCE REPORT THRU OCTOBER
New or reinstated chapter members: We welcome the
following folks:
New Members -
David Benbow
Nancy Galyean
Kenneth Wright
Reinstated Member-
Vida Reid
Please join us at our quarterly chapter meetings announced in
our newsletter.
Members transferred out of Chapter:

Alta Forward
Joe Mashburn

Rita Festo
Members that decided to drop their membership:
Doris Gilman John Sisty

We ask any member acquainted with these folks to give them
a call and encourage them to reinstate their membership.

They are important to us and to NARFE as NARFE is to them.
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COFFEE CLUSTER (NORTH)

Our Coffee Cluster for the northern area of Asheville will be
held on the 3 Thursday of each month. Our next two cluster
meetings will be at Wayne’s Restaurant (formerly Home Folks
Café) on December 17th and January 21t at 9:00 am. This is
a good time to chat with fellow chapter members or to bring a
prospective member and introduce them to fellow retirees.
Drop in and stay in touch over a cup of coffee or maybe
breakfast. We would be delighted to see you.

Theron Rumsey (828-658-2131)

COFFEE CLUSTER (EAST)

The Eastside Cluster will meet Thursday, December 3,
2009 at the J&S Cafeteria, River Ridge Shopping Center,
11:00 am. Call Ted Mathis at 298-4400 for information.

Note: There will be no January Coffee Cluster (East)
meeting.

QUOTE
“Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer”.
An Old Farmer’s Advice

Deadline for the next newsletter — January 22, 2010

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GROCE
FUNERAL HOME AND ASHEVILLE QUICKPRINT FOR
THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT TO NARFE CHAPTER
156.
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